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MARC Record

• What is a MARC Record?

MAchine Readable Cataloging Record

• Framework for organizing bibliographic information
➢Numerical

• Rules for computers (MAchines)

• Integrated Library System (ILS) – Modern Catalog Database

“The MARC formats are standards for the representation and communication of bibliographic and 
related information in machine-readable form.”

~ https://www.loc.gov/marc/

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.loc.gov/marc/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/68103485@N05/6197933357/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


RDA & MARC

• Resource Description and Access (RDA) came along in 2010 as a result of a more than decade long 
project by a group of people who wanted to improve AACR2. This group, called the Joint Steering 
Committee, saw at the time that AACR2 does not fit the modern computing environment very 
well, and does not take advantage of the internet & the ability to link data.

• “Back in 2010, Chris Oliver of the University of Ottawa, author of Introducing RDA: A Guide to the 
Basics (2010), explained that RDA demands precise data. Precise data equals machine readable 
data.”

https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&context=olac-publications

• RDA (and before that AACR2) are rules about how to express a book (what elements of the 
material) 

• MARC is the framework for cataloging that data (the fields for the elements)

https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&context=olac-publications


What kind of 
“bibliographic 
and related 
information” do 
we want to 
represent and 
communicate?
(For the RDA tells 
me so)

Author

Title

Publisher

Year

Page length

Height



Where are 
these 
elements 
found on the 
book?

Author – Title Page

Title – Title Page

Publisher – Publication(Verso) Page

Year – Publication (Verso) Page

Page length – Last Numerated Page

Height – Measure & Round Up – CM



Where do 
these go in a 
MARC 
Record?

Author – 100/110

Title – 245

Publisher - 264

Year - 264

Page length - 300

Height - 300



Field Formatting

Content Designators: [Numerical Tag] [Indicators] [Delimiter][Subfield]

• [Numerical Tag] : three-digit number for a field specifically for an element, some repeatable 
(noted R or NR in MARC21 handbook)

• [Indicators] : two spaces that follow the tag, two one-digit codes or “#” for null

• [Delimiter] : character $, ≠, ‡, or _ to show a new element of information is coming

• [Subfield] : letters and numbers representing different information components (some may not 
be applicable), some repeatable (noted R or NR in MARC21 handbook)

https://lili.org/forlibs/ce/able/course8/05terms1.htm

https://lili.org/forlibs/ce/able/course8/05terms1.htm


Field 
Formatting 
Cont.

[Numerical Tag] [Indicators] & [Delimitator][Subfields]

• Indicators & Subfields: Change meaning depending on the numerical 
tag

• Indicators & Delimitators: Information for computer processing

• Subfields: Punctuation matters

• Expand abbreviations

• ~10% of tags are always used, ~90% are used occasionally or rarely

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/


MARC FIELDS:

020

ISBN

040

$d Institution code

100/110

Author

245

Title

264

Publishing/Copyright

300

Height, Page Number

336

Content Type

337

Media Type

338

Carrier Type

520

Summary

650 (X3)

Subject Headings

700/710

Other Contributor



ISBN - 020
• Repeatable

• Including both 10 digit and 13 digit ISBN - helps indexing

• Null indicators: ##

• $q(Paperback) / $q(Hardcover)

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd020.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd020.html


Example



Author – 100/110
• Library of Congress Name Authority

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd100.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd110.html

https://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd100.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd110.html


Author – 700/710
• Illustrators

• Co-authors

• Author of forward/introduction

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd710.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd700.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd710.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd700.html


Example

https://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm

https://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm


Title – 245

• Title Page

• Capitalization

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd245.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd245.html


Example



Publishing 
Information -
260 vs 264

• MARC Records with:

➢260 (AACR2)

➢264 (RDA)

➢260 & 264 (Hybrid)

• Further Reading: 
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/R
DA%20training%20materials/RDA-
refresh/rdarefr-264.pdf

https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/RDA%20training%20materials/RDA-refresh/rdarefr-264.pdf


Publishing/
Copyright - 264

Punctuation

$a :

$b ,

https://www.loc.gov/
marc/bibliographic/bd264.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd264.html


Example



Physical 
Description - 300

• $a Pagination

• roman numeral (if applicable), 
last page number

• ; if no $b or : if $b is present

• $b Illustrations, etc

• :

• $c Height

• Round-up Centimeters

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd300
.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd300.html


Example



Physical 
Description 
– 336, 337, 
338

• 336 – Content Type 

• 337 - Media Type 

• 338 – Carrier Type

• Indicators are ## (null)

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd336.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd337.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd338.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd336.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd337.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd338.html


Content Type 
- 336

Most frequently used:

text
two-

dimensional 
moving image

spoken 
word

LoC: “form of communication through 
which a work is expressed”

https://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html

https://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html


Media Type -
337

Most frequently used:

unmediated video audio

LoC: “general type of intermediation device 
required to view, play, run, etc., the 

content of a resource.”

https://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.html

https://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.html


Carrier Type 
- 338

Most frequently used:

volume videodisc audio disc

LoC: “format of the storage medium and 
housing of a carrier in combination with 

the media type.”

https://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html

https://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html


Example – Physical book



Summary - 520

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd520.html


Example



Subject Access 
Fields - 650

“6XX fields contain subject access entries 
and terms. Most of these fields contain 
subject added entries or access terms 
based on the lists and authority files 
identified in the second indicator” 

Ideally 3

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/
bd6xx.html

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd6xx.html


Example



When Copy 
Cataloging - 040

040 ## ≠aVSL ≠beng ≠cVSL ≠erda ≠d[institution code/ 
consortium code]

*If you edit the record!:

Repeat ≠d and enter your institution code or your 
consortium code

https://www.oclc.org/en/contacts/libraries.html

https://www.oclc.org/en/contacts/libraries.html


020

ISBN

040

$d Institution code

100/110

Author

245

Title

264

Publishing/Copyright

300

Height, Page Number

336

Content Type

337

Media Type

338

Carrier Type

520

Summary

650 (X3)

Subject Headings

700/710

Other Contributor





Copy Cataloging

➢ Decipher best option:

What fields are present?

Is this the correct edition?

~ Publication date

~ Pagination

Are there fixable errors?

✓Flowchart

➢ Know your ILS

~ Upload



Copy Cataloging
Cont.

Item in Hand,

Check Catalog

Use Z39.50 (ILS) 
Search

Check LoC Catalog: 
https://catalog.loc.gov/

Check Clover: 
https://vtlib.agshareit.com/home?ci

d=vtlib&lid=vtlib

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=K61BgNZ6b6s

Check CatExpress:
https://www.worldcat.org/

https://libraries.vermont.gov/servic
es/tsu/cataloging/catexpress

Download & Upload 
into ILS

https://catalog.loc.gov/
https://vtlib.agshareit.com/home?cid=vtlib&lid=vtlib
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K61BgNZ6b6s
https://www.worldcat.org/
https://libraries.vermont.gov/services/tsu/cataloging/catexpress


Upcoming!

Wednesday, Feb 8th from 10-11:30 am - Advanced Cataloging Session: Come learn about the fields of a 
MARC record that the intro class did not get into.

Wednesday, Feb 15th from 10-11:30 am – Subject Headings Session: Come learn about and discuss 
current events & best practices when it comes to Subject Headings in the library catalog.

Wednesday, Feb 22nd from 10-11:30 am - Cataloging Non-Tradition Materials Session: Library of Things 
are growing at many libraries but with that comes the question, ‘how do I catalog this?’ Bring examples 
from your library and we’ll discuss best practices.

VT Cataloging Roundtable: Last Tuesday of every month, 10 – 11:30am

Meet with catalogers to share questions, concerns, and cataloging conundrums. We can discuss 
relevant local topics and cataloging-ship wide issues. We may use a different ILS, but we can still share 
what’s happening in the VT cataloging community! Send any and all ideas you have for agenda items to 
Lauren.Kelley@Vermont.gov



THANK YOU! REACH OUT: 
LAUREN.KELLEY@VERMONT.GOV

SURVEY

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=O5O0IK26PEOcAnDtzHVZxsFg_N0yfApLmIbX9Ty3gidUNzc0WlNKWDhUNE0xRVdNSk1JU1JNOTVTVC4u
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